The Hillbilly Parrot Head ClubÕs

NOV-DEC 2022

Proud Golden Coconut Winners 2007

“Charley” Gingrow
Editor

Visit Us On Line At www.hillbillyphc.com
Happy “all things holidays” Parrot Heads!!
I began this newsletter with hopes of having a better close to this year.
But as many of you know by now, we lost a wonderful member of our
phamily this morning. John Bland long time HBPHC member & one of our
hardest working club cheerleaders passed. Please keep Julia and the Bland
family in your thoughts and prayers as we approach the holidays with another
empty seat at our social. I have written a tribute to John on Page 3 of this issue but there are not enough words to express how to fill a void of a life well
lived.
So once again we move forward keeping John with us always. I have I will
update you all when we hear of details to celebrate John’s life.
With Halloween behind us, it’s time to think about closing out 2022. And the
best way to do that is hosting the annual HBPHC Christmas party.

Party details are located on page 8 of this edition of your newsletter. Also
please read and remember our Christmas service projects for 2022 which
include Isaiah House Walmart Gift Cards, Christmas Cards for VA Vet-

erans in the hospital and especially in honor of John Bland, anything
for donations to you local animal shelters/rescues. You can take the
shelter/rescue donations yourself, but if you are contributing to the IH
and/or Christmas Cards for Vets projects, please bring them to the
Christmas party.
This year has been especially tough for our membership and I know
that the things you do at year's in to “give back” to our community
mean a little bit more special as we remember those who we have lost
or are still dealing with ongoing health issues.

For those who will not be joining us in December, May you have a
Happy Thanksgiving, a very Merry Christmas and a Happier New
Year.

HBPHC
DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS
PARTY
(PLEASE NOTE:
There will be NO
November Social
due to prep for the
Holidays)

HBPHC
CHRISTMAS
PARTY
December
3rd, 2022
6 PM BEGIN
CHRISTMAS
PARTY INFO
ON PAGE 8

That’s it from me this month ...
Until next time ...
BE WELL, BE KIND
AND KEEP THOSE FINS WAY UP!! …

Charley g,
2022 HBPHC President and Hula Girl At Heart

RSVP to the Club’s
Email to let us know
you are attending!

HBPHC Member Notes …
·

·

Ronald McDonald House
collections are on going.
Don’t forget to save us your
pop tops or unopened hotel
items you might want to donate. They can also use
laundry detergent throughout the year. Feel free to
drop any of the above donations to my home in Johnson
City. If we aren’t at home,
please leave them by the
door & mark them for the
RMcDH.
Cleaning out your closets?
The local animal shelters are
accepting donations of prewashed blankets for animal
beds.

·

SAVE THE DATE!!
HBPHC Christmas Party,
December 3rd, 6 PM Begin.
HB Will Be The Entertainment from 7 PM—9 PM!

·

Members Still Needing a
Conga Line: John A. (still
recovering), Terry B. (knee
issue), Julia B. (still recovering). Please keep them in
your thoughts and prayers.

·

BRING A FRIEND to the
next social.
Non Club Members are always welcome and may
want to join in on the PHun!
No pressure will be put on
any guest to join the club.

The Hillbilly Parrot Head Club
2020 Officers & Contact Info
PRESIDENT: “Charley”
Gingrow, email;
hbphcmembers@gmail.com
VICE-PRESIDENT: Shir a Evans, email; (coming soon)

If you or another club
member who
has need for a
Conga Line to
acheiev better
health please
let us know &
we will get the
word out.

·

Our 2022 Christmas Project
will benefit the Isaiah 117
House.
Please read the upcoming
email regarding this project
or read the Christmas Party
article on page 8 of this issue.

·

Send us your “Member
Notes” that pertain to the
club or membership and we
will post them here.
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HBPHC Membership Form
HBPHC Club Classifieds
Your Monthly Memo Board

Editor’s Note: If you have an article
of interest, HBPHC Member Happy
Announcement or a good joke you
would like to share with the membership, please email our club contact at
hbphcmembers@ gmail.com
by the 25th of each month and we’ll
include them in the next issue.

Random Parrot Head Facebook Post
ALCOHOL MAY NOT SOLVE
YOUR PROBLEMS ….
BUT NEITHER WILL WATER
OR MILK
REMEMBERING JOHN BLAND ...
As I was about to post this edition
of the club’s newsletter, I received
a group text this morning, alerting
me we lost John Bland early this
morning. I was shocked.
“How can that be?”, I asked myself. I had received a text from
John on last week’s begin stating
that he was indeed in the hospital
but he was increasing more optimistic about his recent health issues being resolved. He was looking forward to returning to our socials as soon as he was able and
stronger.
I suddenly tried to recall the many
years of history John & Julia had
with this club.
I can’t remember the actual year
John & Julia joined, but I do
remember they went to work immediately and took pride in whatever community project was on our
radar.
Most of us will think of the days
and years when John poured his
heart and soul into updating the
“old” Elizabethton/Carter County
Animal Shelter.
He & Julia organized many fundraisers over time all while having
the dream of a future new animal
shelter location & building.
As many of you know, that dream
became a reality and I truly believe
it was all due to John never giving
up on that dream! He was a lover
of all things but especially the

forgotten
and lonely
animals who
needed another chance
at love and a
forever
home.
Though saving local
animals was
a passion of Johns, he also loved to
volunteer for our many community projects.

I’ll never forget the year he volunteered to wear a “Frosty the Snowman” costume for one of our
Christmas parades. That day was
an unseasonably hot and very
humid day for wearing a costume.
When we returned to the location
to dismantle the float, he took off
the headpiece and he looked as if
he had been locked in a sauna for
months.
But he didn’t complain. Instead
he talked about his interaction
with the children along the parade
route and he was beaming from
ear to ear as he told us about the
amount of hugs he had
received that day.
Besides how very deeply he
loved Julia and his entire family,
he also loved his music. His love
for life was in every note he
beautifully sang as he entertained
many of us over the years.
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It’s too soon to know what the
remembrance plans will be but we
will share any details of a location
for a service/celebration of life
when we know them.
John came into this club with a
huge smile on his face, sleeves
rolled up and ready to Party W ith
A Purpose when he was called upon to volunteer.
He made his mark on our hearts &
he will always be remembered
with a smile because he was an
unforgettable, loving and passionate man!
We extend our deepest sympathies
to Julia and all of John’s family
and friends.

MOTM 2023 UPDATES
I am pleased to announce that
Meeting of the Minds 2023 “Second Wind Kicking In,” the
2023 convention of Parrot Heads in
Paradise will be held from October
25 through 29 in Gulf Shores, Alabama. Although no location could
ever replicate Key West, we believe
that the city of Gulf Shores and
neighboring Orange Beach are the
best fit for Meeting of the Minds,
and we have signed an agreement
with the famous The Hangout in
Gulf Shores to be the primary venue and host for 2023, hosting the
“official” event from October 2628.
We will soon be announcing more
specifics including lodging options
and discounts. We recommend that
you wait for these details and discounts before making lodging arrangements. Announcements regarding lodging, the opening of
registration and VIP opportunities
will be made in coming weeks and
months.
This decision was the product of
extensive research, data analysis,
consideration of our members’ priorities as reflected in your survey
responses, and necessary site visits
by a volunteer committee whose
members are dedicated to the best
interests of the event and the organization. On behalf of the PHIP
Board, I extend my thanks to these
volunteers for their thoughtfulness
and thoroughness in approaching
this important task.
Here are a few of the factors that
led us to this decision.
1. A real Buffett connection. This is
an area close to where Jimmy grew
up. It’s an area that he cares about
and that his sister Lucy owns a
prominent restaurant and gift shop.
It’s definitely part of Parrot Head
history.

2. Water and Weather. It’s a great
ocean beach! And although it’s not
Key West, the average temperature
in late October is still pretty comfortable. It’s a nice vacation spot,
so attendees will potentially extend
their trips for some additional
beach vacation time.
3. Affordable lodging. This was a
top priority of our members, and
this is an area where we can happily say, Gulf Shores is NOT Key
West! We think our members will
be pleased with the costs in the area.
4. Accessibility. With much of our
membership concentrated in the
Southeast and Texas, a good percentage of our members will find it
easier to travel to Gulf Shores than
to Key West, including even some
in Florida! Although the venue is
about a 45 minute drive from a major airport, we expect more people
will drive to the event, and we are
working on alternatives for those
who would like to fly (to either
Pensacola or Mobile) but who
would like to avoid renting a car.
AND we hope to attract first time
attendees based on the new location.
5. We want to be wanted. Often
undervalued when choosing a host
city for an event is the degree of
welcome from the community. This
community, local leaders and our
business partner The Hangout are
stoked to be our host. And that enthusiasm makes a difference!
You may have noticed that the
dates do not line up with the traditional MOTM Week. That’s no accident. Our members did not want
to change the general time of year
of the event, but we made the call
to hold the event a week earlier
next year. The reasons: (1) It’s a
little warmer on average; (2) there
is another big event in the area the
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the first weekend in November,
which would make lodging harder
to find and more expensive; and (3)
it preserves the following week for
travel to Key West for those owning time share weeks or just wanting to maintain that week for Key
West travel. In addition, there’s
another attractive choice for the
many of us who appreciate the art
of songwriting. The two weekends
that follow Meeting of the Minds
2023 are the Frank Brown Songwriter Festival in Gulf Shores,
which has been operating for about
four decades and attracts hundreds
of songwriters from all over the
country. If you stay in town, you
might discover even more great
talent.
Many of us have strong connections to and affection for Key West,
our host city for more than two
decades, and we extend our thanks
to our longtime partner the Casa
Marina Resort for more than two
decades of going the extra mile to
provide great service and facilities
for us. Because of our history in
Key West, we asked the committee
to aim to keep the event in Key
West if practical. Although there
has been some inaccurate and poorly sourced reporting on this process, the Committee did consider
and research alternative sites in
Key West and determined that the
event, at least in its current form,
could not be held in Key West in
2023, and that there would be insufficient time and many obstacles
to overhaul the event itself to fit the
resources and venues available in
the city. The committee also concluded that the surge in lodging
costs in Key West is a game changer, noting that other major events in
Key West were experiencing declining interest among would-be
visitors because of lodging costs.
We know that this is disappointing
(cont. Page 5)

MOTM 2023 UPDATES CONT.
to many, and we could never take
issue with the argument that there’s
no place like Key West. And while
we feel we didn’t really choose to
leave, we do choose to see the
many positive sides to the change
and the opportunities that the
change presents.
Thank you for your patience and
your input through this process. We
look forward to seeing you this
coming week in Key West and next
October in the 2023 home of Meeting of the Minds - Gulf Shores,
Alabama!

Billy Brehm,
President PHiP

A LITTLE KEYS HISTORY ...

The before & after photos in this
article were taken over time and
show her from her glory to just
months before she would be completely unrecognizable.

Starting in 2016, she spent three
years at a boatyard in Tarpon
Springs, Florida, where shipwrights
and preservationists worked to restore the ship using funds raised by
the preservation society as well as
Tourist Development Council
grants and $1.24 million in state
funding secured in 2019 by thenFlorida Keys State Rep. Holly
Raschein. But funding ran out and
storage bills accrued in Tarpon
Springs. Western Union was towed
back to Key West in December
2019 without sails, masts or rails
around the deck.

From the Keys Weekly article,
published on February 2021 (by
Mandy Miles): The once stately
schooner Western Union, flagship
of Key West and the state of Florida, is an unrecognizable shell of
her former self, nearly indistinguishable from the other proppedup vessels “on the hard” at Robbie’s Marina on Stock Island.

NOTE: I hope to have updates on
the fundraising efforts continuing
or if she will be taken apart on only
become a memory for many who
admired her as she was in port for
many years in Key West . I for one
am sad to think she will never be
restored but I am also happy I was
blessed enough to visit her year
after year.

THE WESTERN UNION
SCHOONER
While looking at photos posted on
Facebook following recent Hurricane

Ian’s swipe at the lower Keys I found
one of my favorite pieces of Keys History was lying on her side in sand and sadly in more disrepair than she was before
the Hurricane.

The 1939 schooner once serviced
the underwater telegraph cables
that enabled communication between Key West, Cuba and the
Caribbean. In all, she laid 30,000
miles of underwater telegraph cable
before being converted to a passenger vessel in 1974. The 130-foot
schooner was added to the National
Register of Historic Places in 1984.
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HBPHC Drink Of The Month
PECAN PIE MARTINI
INGREDIENTS:

DIRECTIONS:

FOR GARNISH:

1. Place caramel and toasted
chopped pecans on separate small
shallow plates. Dip the rim of
each glass first into caramel and
then into chopped pecans to coat.

·
·
·
·
·

3 tbsp. caramel, microwaved
until pourable
1/4 c. toasted chopped pecans
Cool Whip, for garnish
3 whole pecans, for garnish
Sprinkle of cinnamon, for garnish

FOR COCKTAIL:
6 oz. rumchata
6 oz. creme de cocoa
3 oz. bourbon
Ice

2. Combine rumchata, creme de
cocoa, and bourbon in a large
cocktail shaker. Fill with ice and
shake until cold, 30 seconds. Pour
into martini glasses and top with
a dollop of whipped cream, a
whole pecan, and a sprinkle of
cinnamon.

Stars & Promises Christmas 2022
December 5, Bristol, TN
7:30—9:30 PM
Judah Church 104 Cannon Ave Bristol, TN 37620
Tickets $30 - www.petermayer.com/#tour
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IF WE COULDN’T LAUGH ...

THE PARROT HEAD BOOK SHELF
FLORIDA
KEYS HISTORY with
Brad
Bertelli,
Vol. 1
If you already
enjoy the Facebook page
Florida Keys
History with Brad Bertelli, this
book will take introduce you to
even more of his historical
knowledge.

old Florida Keys with exciting
journeys into the people and
events that made their mark on the
ancient coral reefs that evolved
into America’s favorite chain of
sub-tropical islands. As one of the
Florida Keys’ most beloved authors, Brad Bertelli shares island
history with a signature style that
keeps people coming back for
more.

PRINT LENGTH: 124 Pages
PUBLICATION DATE:
09-20-22
Only in Paperback (as of this
writing)
Available at Amazon

Dig in.
You’ll be hooked.

Brad Bertelli is a Florida Keys
historian, author, speaker, and
Honorary Conch who has been
exploring the history of Monroe
County and the Florida Keys for
two decades. Florida Keys History
with Brad Bertelli celebrates pioneers, eccentrics, and unsung heroes from the Northern Keys to the
Dry Tortugas. Drink in the past
and discover a golden era of the

MORE ABOUT THE
AUTHOR:

www.bradbertelli.com
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ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS
CARDS FOR
HOSPITALIZED
VETERANS

HBPHC CHRISTMAS PARTY INFO
WE HOPE YOU HAVE
MARKED YOUR CALENDARS FOR DECEMBER
3rd, 2022 TO ATTEND OUR
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
PARTY!!

Now is the time to begin looking for boxed Christmas
Cards for our local VA veterans. Discount stores offer
many choices for a low mount
of money. If you want to participate in the VA Christmas
Card project:

Party begins at 6 PM and will
be at the home of Joe &
“Charley” Gingrow.
HB Beverly will entertain us
from 7—9 PM! NOTE: The
club will pay HB but tips ar
appreciated.

1.

Buy your cards and write
a short note of Thanks in
each one

2.

Sign your first name(s)
only.

3.

Do not address them

4.

Bring them to the
Christmas party & we will
take them to the VA for
distribution.

What to bring:
·

BYOB

·

An appetizer for sharing.
I’ll email the membership
the number of people attending at November’s
end.

·

·

For those members who
are able to participate in
our 2022 HBPHC Christmas project, please bring
A WALMART GIFT
CARD (with receipt in
case it did not get activated). We will donate them
to the Isaiah House in
time for use for the Holidays. Any amount will
help & we will also accept cash.
Casual Dress (but make it
festive)!

We are also collecting
Christmas Cards for Veterans
again this year. See article this
page.
And finally, should you have
and old prewashed blanks or
throws for the local animal
shelters, bring them to the
Christmas Party & we will see
they get to the shelters in time
for Winter use.
PLEASE RSVP to the
Christmas Party NO LATER
THAN NOVEMBER 25th ~
Please and Thank You!
We hope to see you there!

Have any requests for HB to
play your favorite tune(s)?
Send them to us via club
email and we will get the to
HB. We need your requests
BEFORE November 10th
please giving us time to send
them to him via email.
THANKS!!

REMEMBER
OUR VETS IN THE
HOSPITAL THIS
CHRISTMAS
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Oyster
Dressing
for
Thanksgiving
Recipe link: lucybuffett.com/uncategorized/oyster-dressing

Makes 8 - 10 Servings
Ingredients:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

12 tablespoons or 1 ½ sticks unsalted butter, divided, plus
more for baking dish
1 (8-inch-square) baked and cooled cornbread, preferably
on the sweet side
15 slices white or wheat bread, toasted and cooled
1/2 large white onion, finely chopped
2 celery ribs, finely chopped
1/2 large green bell pepper, finely chopped
1/2 cup chicken broth, plus more as needed
2 dozen freshly shucked or jarred oysters, preferably Gulf
oysters, drained and coarsely chopped (reserve the oyster
liquor)
1/4 cup freshly squeezed lemon juice
1 tablespoon hot sauce, preferably Crystal
1/4 cup fresh flat leaf parsley, finely chopped
1 tablespoon fresh sage, finely chopped, or 1 teaspoon
ground sage
1 ½ teaspoons truffle salt or sea salt
1/2 teaspoon ground white pepper

MAKE IT:
1. Heat oven to 350°. Butter a 9 x 13“ baking dish.
2. Crumble cornbread into a large bowl. Tear toasted white or
wheat bread into very small pieces, add to cornbread, and toss
to combine.
3. Melt 8 tablespoons butter in a large sauté pan over medium
heat. Add onion, celery and bell pepper; sauté, stirring occasionally, for 3 minutes. Cover pan and cook, stirring occasionally, until vegetables are almost translucent, 5 to 6 minutes. Remove cover, add broth, and cook, scraping up any browned bits
from the bottom of the pan, for 2 to 3 minutes. Continue to
cook mixture for 1 more minute, then remove from heat, add to
bread mixture, and stir to combine.
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4. In a medium bowl, stir together oysters,
lemon juice, hot sauce, parsley, sage, salt and
white pepper. Add to bread mixture and stir
well to combine. If dressing seems too dry,
add a little oyster liquor and up to a 1/2 cup
more chicken broth; mixture should be very
moist.
5. Pour dressing into greased baking dish. Cut
remaining 4 tablespoons butter into small
pieces and scatter over top of dressing. Bake
until top and sides are browned, 40 to 45
minutes.
LuLu Says:
Back in the Fall of 2014, The New York
Times Cooking section featured my Oyster
Dressing in their ‘The United States of
Thanksgiving’ feature. And every year we
have the age old debate of … is it dressing or
stuffing?? What say you… dressing or stuffing?

2022 MEMBER HBPHC Membership Application/Renewal
The Hillbilly PHC prorates membership dues. Prorated dues are as follows:
Single Dues

Couple/Family Dues

Jan-March $15.00

Jan-March $30.00

April-June $11.25

April-June $22.50

July-September $7.50

July-September $15.00

October-December $3.75

October-December $7.50

NAME:_______________________________________________ DATE:_______________
ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________
CITY________________________________________ STATE:____ ZIP CODE:_________
EMAIL:____________________________________________________________________
PHONE:____________________________________MOBILE:_______________________
PLEASE CHECK ONE:

NEW MEMBER _____
RENEWING MEMBERSHIP____
PLEASE SEND US ONE APLICATION PER MEMBER.
ONLY ONE CHEK PER FAMILY IS NECESSARY!
Do you have a friend you would like us to contact about membership?
Please bring them to a social or meeting/event!!

Make checks payable to Hillbilly PHC & Memo Your Check HBPHC Dues

MAIL YOUR RENEWAL OR NEW MEMBER APPLICATION TO:
HBPHC
c/o Margaret Sells,
104 W. 12th Avenue
Johnson City, TN 37604
"This contribution/membership money is not deductible as a charitable contribution
for Federal Income Tax purposes."
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NEED YOUR HB FIX ???
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS
ARE TO CELEBRATE
“OVER THE HUMP”
PORTION OF THE WEEK!!
CELEBRATE WITH OUR
FAVORITE MUSIC MAN

H.B. BEVERLY
AT ROCK’S PIZZA ON THE
HEATED PATIO
MUSIC STARTS AT 6:30!!
GREAT FOOD AND THE
BEST MUSIC!!
SEE YOU THERE!!

HBPHC CLASSIFIEDS
·

Park Hill Realty Group,
Johnson City, TN. Julia
Bland, Licensed Real Estate
Agent. For All Your Real
Estate Needs, Contact Julia
at: 423.366.2717

·

HB Beverly— Local Musician For Hire Singer , Songwriter & Entertainer. Will
play for Private Parties and
functions. To Book HB,
Contact:
hbbeverly@gmail.com

·

Olive Oil Divine 2517 N
Roan St, Johnson City, TN
37601, 423.707.7087 Specialty Olive Oil & Vinegar
Selections. Personal Care
Products Available Too!

All ads are published once per
month and need to be submitted
by the 20th of each month for
publication. FREE to HBPHC
Members
·

**

ADVERTISE IN
OUR CLASSIFIED
SECTION TODAY
IN THE TIN CAN
TELEGRAPH!
Email your classified ads to:
hbphcmembers@gmail.com
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THIS IS THE FINAL
ISSUE OF THE

FOR 2022!
LOOK FOR IT’S RETURN
JANUARY OF 2023

THANKS HBPHC
PARROT HEADS FOR A
GREAT YEAR!!!

LATEST EDITION AVAILABLE ONLINE NOW!!
LOCATED ON THE WEB AT:
www.phip.com
(Click On The Tradewind Times Link On The Home Page)
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